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the diaries of lady hay
on the first zeppelin flight around the world

Farewell is the travelogue and love story of the young aristocrat 
‘newspaper girl’ Lady Grace Drummond-Hay and the much 
older Karl von Wiegand, both correspondents for the Hearst  
Press empire. They are both passengers aboard the ‘Graf 
Zeppelin’, the first zeppelin in history to circumnavigate the 
globe in 1929.

The voyage took 21 days and started off in New York. Via 
Friedrichshafen in Germany, across Siberia to Tokyo, across the 
Pacific Ocean to Los Angeles, the airship finally arrived back in 
New York greeted by much cheering and a ticker tape parade. 
During the adventurous trip the printing presses were working 
overtime, as it was followed closely and covered extensively. 

The voyage was a symbol of both technological progress and the 
improved relationship between two great nations: the United 
States and Germany. The outside world is unaware of the 
passionate love affair between Grace, a young widow, and Karl, 
a married man. 

Down on the ground the roaring twenties are still in full swing; 
there optimism and faith in progress reign supreme. Elsewhere, 
though, it’s poverty and socialist revolutions. Fascist sentiments 
are slowly finding their breeding grounds, taking root in social 
structures, developing into nationalist and belligerent politics – 
particularly in the zeppelin’s homeland, Germany.


